                                     North Shoal Creek Neighborhood Association

                                        P.O. Box 66443 Austin, Texas 78766-0443 

                                            Board of Directors Zoom Meeting 

                                                 6:30 PM on July 21, 2022

I.          CALL TO ORDER

            President Josh Conrad conducted the meeting. Secretary Barbara Gaston recorded  

            the proceedings. Others present were Iain Cox, Sharon Justice, ,Adam Powell,

            Tomas Rodriguez, and Kenneth Webb.    

            Minutes of the June Board meeting were approved as read.

II.        PILLOW PRINCIPAL, DINORAH DE LATORRE reported the following.

           The November Bond package to be voted on in November has two options:

            A does not include cost increases.

            B includes all of part A plus cost increases. On July 27 at 6-8pm AISD will present 

                a Community Talk Zoom session regarding the two proposals. More information

                can be found on the AISD website. Pillow School is included in the bond package

                because structural work is needed on the HVAC and plumbing systems, and addi-

                tional safety features are needed for the main entrance.

               Pillow’s Campus Advisory Council, which is composed of the principal, PTA repre-

              sentatives, and teachers, discussed the campus budget, and the improvement plan 

              goals. Their goals for improvement involve bolstering reading/language  develop-

               ment. Last year students performed adequately except for several low points on

              reading performance and mastery of English. Pillow representatives are reaching

              out to community residents and businesses for volunteers are needed to help stu-

              dents with language development. Ms. DevLaTorre is currently searching for 

              language teachers at the elementary grade levels. She would like to send 

              the  Board a flyer which announces the need for language teachers and her  

              Amazon Wish List for school supplies. The Board will be eager to help in any way. 

III.       KENNETH WEBB ANNOUNCED that on August 8 he will be moving to a new resi-

           dence out of NSCNA boundaraies. This is his last Board meeting since he will no 

           longer be eligible for membership.   

          Sharon Justice (Adam Powell  seconded) moved that,

“In recognition of his decades of service to the North Shoal Creek Neighborhood, the Directors of the North Shoal Creek Neighborhood Association hereby proclaim Kenneth Webb to be an honorary lifetime member of the said association." 

        Motion carried unanimously. The Board will  present Kenneth with a plaque 

at a future date. 

IV.     BUDGET AND MEMBERSHIP REPORTS-- Sharon Justice and Iain Cox
          July  4th celebration expenses came within the budget.

          There are six online ads as of today which will be bringing in about $100.

          NSCNA now has a membership of 125-130 households. Fifteen joined at

               the Juy 4th celebration; 2-3 per week  new memberships have come in;

               and one new member joined today. 
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V.            EXPLORING PLANS FOR FUTURE NSCNA EVENTS

    Adam Powell said that the owner of audio equipment NSCNA used on July 4th has loaned

         it to us indefinitely. 

    ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

    Adam Powell reported that he has a script for interview questions. There is a simple

             legal form that interviewees must sign before participating. 

    Austin History Center does archive oral histories. We could sign over digital files to them.

    Story Core may be a better alternative because Austin History Center may have to place 

    restrictions on the amount of storage it is able to provide.


He said that there are two options for buying recording electronics:

            1. Lower quality, or

            2. The Board could ask the General Membership at allocate $400-500.00 for a better 

                 quality microphone and telephone compatibility. 

           The objective would be to buy quality merchandise that would be user friendly by

                 many users. Keeping the equipment simple would assure that the equipment 

                 will be used by many instead of a few people. He will circulate a product list

                among the Board in order to determine what would best meet NSCNA’s needs. 

    OUTDOOR MOVIE—We could ask business owners to sponsor.

    NEIGHBORHOOD NIGHT OUT   It will be on the first Tuesday in October.     The city 

               has a designated website for this event. In the past, block party organizers were

               responsible for organizing numerous neighborhood small get-togethers.  It was 

               suggested that NSCNA sponsor one large get-together instead. 

VI.          NEXT  NSCNA MEETINGS

              GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 9/6/22 AT 6:30 pm at PILLOW SCHOOL

                    Board presentation regarding the Oral History Project

                    Shoal Creek Conservatory presentation- plans to clean up and install plants

                        along Shoal Creek and at the proposed pocket park near KVUE TV station.

                        The Conservancy and NSCNA are working together to generate interest in

                         developing the park.

              NSCNA BOARD –ZOOM MEETING 8/18/22, 6:30 pm

VII.         ADJOURNMENT at 7:45 pm

Final copy of the minutes of the 7/21/22 NSCNA Board of Directors meeting presented by Secretary Barbara Gaston 

                                                           Page 2 of  2 

